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From the Universalist Expositor. 


MODIFICATIONS OF THE POPULAR DOC. 
TRINE OF ENDLESS MISERY. 


The design of this article being somewhat 
novel, we would have the reader clearly appriz- 
ed of the course we intend to pursue. Our imme- 
diate aim is not to confute the doctrine of endless 
misery; but to point out the inconsistency of cer- 
tain modifications it appears to be undergoing. 
Some of our speculative divines, unwilling to 
dispense with so imposing a tenet, and feeling, 
nevertheless, unprepared to maintain it in all its 
native barbarity, have hoped to accommodate it, 
in a degree, to the dictates of reason and hu- 
manity. But while attempting this, they seem 
wholly to forget the ground on which they rest 
the very doctrine itself. , With an oversight, re- 
markable, but not uncommon with ingenious 
speculatists, théy, in the first place, advance the 
general hypothesis on certain alleged proofs; and 
then they proéeed to modify it, till they remove 
it entirely from the reach of those proofs, even 
were the original appositeness admitted: thus 
leaving the structure, much improved perhaps, 
but deprived of its foundation. ‘The exposure of 
this fact, if made with sufficient plainness, will 
lead the advocates of the doctrine to see that 
they must either bring it back to its proper though 
horrible character, or abandon it altogether. In 
such an alternative, we doubt not that many of 
them will choose the latter course; and when the 
case becomes generally understood, we believe 
that the tide of improvement, which is already 
felt, will be directed more fully to the abolition 
of the obnoxious dogma, instead of being diver- 
ted in vain attempts for its amendment. 

The sole ground on which endless misery is 
believed and urged, as an article of the Christian 
religion, is, if we mistake not, the supposed fact 
that the Seriptures teach it; or, at least, that 
they expliéitly mention a punishment in eternity, 
without warranting the hope of its termination. 
It is on the Bible, we are told, that the doctrine 
rests. And if, for the purpose of reducing the 
question into a definite compass, we ask, on 
what part of the Bible? a multitude of noted and 
oft repeated texts is brought forward. As it is 
important to mark the character of the testimo- 
ny on which so much depends, we shall do well 
to insert it at some length. It consists of such 
passages as the following: 

‘As it is appointed unto men once to die, but 
after this the judgment.’ 1 ‘We shall all stand 
before the judgment seat of Christ; for it is writ- 
ten, As I live, saith the Lord, every knee shal} 
bow to me, and every tongue shall confess to 

- So then every one of us shall give ac- 

i Heb. ix, 27, 


count of himself to Gédy b+ ‘We must all ap- 
pear before the judgnient seat of Christ, that 
every one may receive the things done in his 
body, according to that he hath done, whether it 
be good or bad.’ 2 ‘When the Son of man shall 
comé in his glory, and all the holy angels with 
him, then shall he sit upon the throne of his glo- 
ry; and before him shall be gathered all nations; 
and he shall separaté them one from another as 
a shepherd divideth his sheep from the goats; 
and he shall set the sheep on his right hand, but 
the goats on the left... ... Then shall he say al- 
so unto them on the left4gand, Depart from me, 
ye cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared for the 
devil and his angels. For i was an hungered, 
and ye gave me no meat; I was thirsty, and ye 
gave me no drink; I was a stranger, and ye took 
me not in; naked, and ye clothed me not; sick 
and in prison, and ye visited me not..... And 
these shall go away into everlasting punish- 
men.’ 3 ‘I say unto you, that every idle word 
that men shall speak, they shall give account 
thereof in the day of judgment; for by thy words 
thou shalt be justified, and by thy words thou 
shalt be condemned.’ 4 ‘After thy hardness and 
impenitent heart, treasurest up unto thyself wrath 
against the day of wrath and revelation of the 
righteous judgment of God; who will render to 
every man according to his deeds.’5 ‘Because 
I have called, and ye refused, I have stretched 
out my hand, and no man regarded; but ye have 
set at nought all my counsel, and would none of 
my reproof; I a!so will laugh at your calamity, 
and mock wher «husGvar cometh. .... Then 
shall they call upon me, but I will not answer; 


ofthe Lamb. And the smoke of their torment , 
ascendeth up forever and ever; and they have no | 
rest, day nor night, who worsbip the beast and 
his image, and whoscever receiveth the mark o 
his name.’ 1 ~ . 

These and all similar texts. relate direetly, it & 
is affirmed, to the future world; and om their au- 
thority, when so applied, is the notion of éndless 
misery maintained. ‘Take these away, and it 
would no longer exist, as a part of the Christian @ 
faith. it might, indeed, be still. cherished, pos- | 
sibly, and offered as a mere philosophi 
jecture, like the theory of Burnet congerning the ~ 
origin of the moon and planets; bet it would 
cease from our pulpits, our creeds, and our cour- ~ 
ses of religious instruction, and retire to the 
closet of the student, and ihe brain of the spee- 
ulatist. 

Now; it is manifest that a doctrine which 
claims to be founded im.nediately on these texts, 
must, in order to preserve any consistency, be 
carefully modified according to: the tenor of 
their testimony. Ifthey teach the fact, they just @ ~~ 
as authoritatively teach the mode. And indeed . 
we find that the notion of endless misery, sueh 
as it is in the common vulgar acceptation, is, for 
the most part, well enough conformed to the lan- 
guage of these passages, admitting that they re- 
fer at all to the subject. After death, or at the 
end of time, there is to be a general judgment; 
wh:n all nations, all mankind, are to stand be- 
fore the tribunal of Christ, and be judged and 
sentenced with regard exclusively to the charac- 
ters formed, and the deeds done, while im the 
bodys» Those who shall be found to have led 





they shall seek me early, but thev shall not find 


that be saved?’ And he said unto them, Strive 
tu enter in at the strait gate; for many, I say 
unto you, will seek to enter in, and shall not be 
able. When once the master of the house hath 
risen up, and hath shut to the door, and ye begin 
to stand without, and to knock at the door, say- 
ing, Lord, Lord, open unto us; and he shall an- 
swer and say unto you, I know you not whence 
ye are; then shall ye begin to say, We have eat- 
en and drunk in thy presence, and thou hast 
taught in our streets. But he shall say, I tell 
you I know you not whence ye are; depart from 
me, all ye workers of iniquity.’ 7 ‘The Lord 
Jesus shall be revealed from heaven with his 
mighty angels, in flaming fire taking vengeance 
on them that know not God, and that obey not 
the gespel of our Lord Jesus Christ; who shall 
be punished with everlasting destruction from 
the presence of the Lord, and from the glory of 
his power.’ 8 The same shall drink of the wine 
of the wrath of God, which is poured out without 
mixture into the cup of his indignation; and he 
shall be tormented with fire and brimstonein the 
presence of the holy angels, and in the presence 
1 Rom. xiv, 1012, 


2 Cor. v, 10. 
_3 Matt. xxv, 31—46. 


6 Prov. i. 
7 Luke xiii, 23—27. 





8 Thess. i, 7—9. 


#2 


lives of wickedness, or to have died without Say- 


me.’ 6 ‘Said one unto him, Lord, are there few | ig repentance, will be consigned to eternal tor- 


ment for the sins they committed in this world. 
Though the intenseness of their sufferings will 
vary according {6 the magnitude and number of 
their past transgressions, yet the very «smallest 
degree will be unspeakable and uneonceivable, 
such as almighty wrath alone can inflict. Then 
will the miserable wretches. seek to return to 
God; but no place for epentance will be grant- 
ed. Then shall they cry aloud for mercy; but 
they have entered a world of retribution, not of 
trial; their day of grace is. past; and Jehovah 
mocks at their pain. They have incurred an 
infinite debt of vengeance; eternity itself is but 
sufficient to punish the irremissable guilt. 

Such is a faithful though rather moderate 
statement of the popular doctrine of endless mis- 
ery. And it is apparent, at first glance, that its 
several particulars hive a general correspon- 
dence with the respective representations in 
those scriptures which are relied on for its sup- 
port, and which, for the sake of the argument, 
we must now takeit for granted, relate to eter- 
nity. Let the reader look back, and consult 
them again, and he will see that they assert the 
alleged process of a general judgment, the re- 
trospective reference of the decision and of the 


_| succeeding punishment, and the terrible vehe- 


mence of the torment, together with, the _ 
8, 


cable character of the wrath of Heaven. T! 
then, is the proper, genuine state of the doctrine. 





1 Rev. xiv, 10, 11. 
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So it has been taught, urged, and declaimed 
upon, for ages; and so it is held, at the present 
day, by the common mass of its believers. 

But in this state, it is so manifestly the doc- 
trine of infinite cruelty, that many of its staunch 
advocates themselves quai! before its diabolical 
aspect. They cannot shut their eyes to the im- 
measureble disproportion between eternal, al- 
mighty torture, and the sins of frail mortals in 
this momentary life; and if they attempt to cov- 
er the injustice of‘such an infliction, under the 
plea of divine sovereignty, conscience has some- 
thing to say of the base and damning malignity 
of a spirit that perpetuates its revenge on a help- 
less dependant. In such a dilemma, it has been 
felt, that there remained but one way to rescue 
the favorite hypothesis from certain condemne- 
tion: and that was, by amending it, by prudently 
sacrificing a part to preserve the general whole, 
aud by shifting it from its native principles to 
others less shocking to our common sense of pro- 
priety. 

Accordingly, when pressed upon this point, its 
defenders now tell us that men will indeed be 
punished eternally ; not however, for the sins of 
this life; for that, it is acknowledged, seems un- 


reasonable ;, but for sins which the victims will 


persevere in committing, through the boundless 
ages of the future World. And since it is right, 
and even inevitable, that they should suffer so 
long as :hey continue transgressors, divine justice 
is, on this principle, fully vindicated in its ever- 
lasting retributions. 1 


1 The American Tract Society, the best authority, 
perhaps, for the present fashion of Orthodoxy in our 
country, have resorted to this principle. In answer to 
the objection, that endless sufferings, inflicted as a pun- 
ishment for sin are unjust, they demand, ‘Can you see 
any injustice in God’s leaving creatures, who have vol- 
untarily rebelled against him, to continue in sin forever ; 
and if they continue to sin forever, may not God justly 
punish them forever? To this appeal they subjoin the 
following note: ‘Sinners will deserve to be punished as 
long as they continue to sin. If they sin during the 
whole of life, they will be exposed to sufferings during 
life ; if for a thousand yearsafter death, they will deserve 
to suffer during that time ; it eternally, their punishment | 
will have noend. To disprove the justice of future end- 
less punishment, then, it must be shown, either that sin- 
ners will cease to sin, or that God'is under obligation to 
reclaim to obedience beings who are voluntarily engaged 
in rebellion against him.? (Tract, No. 224. pp. 44. 45.) 
Before taking leave of the last sentence in this extract, 
we must, in justice, commend to competent casuists the 
question, how much stronger is the moral obligation to 
torture a sinner, than to reclaim him, when both courses 
are equally practicable? 

Dr. Lyman Beecher, a gentleman of some influence 
among the Orthodox of New England, is reported to have 
used the following language, in defending the justice of 
endless misery: ‘Again, we are not punished forever, 
for the sins of this short life. This is a mistake. an 
is a free agent ; and free agency extends through eterni- 
ty. Ifthere is such a thing as free agency, it may exist 
beyond the grave. The Universalists admit that sin is 
punished here, if not hereafter. The law, and the sub- 
jects of the law, must, in either case. be alike. For if 
sin exists, it must be punished while it exists ; and if it 
exist forever, the punishment must be endless. The 
punisument of the eternal state treads upon the heels of 
eternal transgression. If the soul rebel in its future state 
it will be punished ‘where the worm never dieth, and 
the five is not quenched,’—because sin is its tuel. The 
doctrine of the Bible is, ‘If ye do not repent, ye shall all 
likewise perish :’ if ye do not repent in this life, ye shall 
never repent. The Bible says noga word about punish- 
ing men forever for the evils of this life. Suppose a being 
to continue in sin,—when he dies. is he fit for heaven? 
And as he is a free agent, does he not deserve a punish- 
ment which never ends?’ (Report of Dr. B’s Sermon 
against Universalism, delivered at Dorchester, March 
7th, 1731. Boston. pp. 8. 9.) 

President Dwight, whose character and attainments 
give his opinions much weight with the divines of his 
school, has taken the same ground in combating the ob- 
jection, that God cannot justly punish the sins of finite 
greatures, with infinite or endless punishment. ‘God 





This,sindeed, seems a very happy improve- 
ment. Who, now, can question the justice of 
the act, terrible though it is? But it must not be 
overlooked, that here the doctrine is removed en- 
tirely from its old hereditary ground, where it 
has hitherto been so hotly defended. That famous 
position, the infinite demerit of sin, which was 
long maintained by the incessant repetition of 
one solitary scholastic argument, is abandoned , 
and endless punishment is now to be inflicted 
only for continued, endless transgression. What 
have we to say against the hypothesis, when thus 
explained? 

Nothing,—except that it ought to have, at least, 
some degree of affinity with the proofs claimed 
for its support, instead of being directly repug- 
nant tothem. What are they?) Why, that the 
Scriptures assure us, (so it is alleged,) that here- 
after, in the final judgment, Christ will consign 
those on his left hand, to everlasting fire, to ever- 
lasting puvishment; not because of the sins they 
may still continue to commit, but for the reason, 
expressly stated, that they had heretofore, or 
while in this world, neglected to administer unto 
him: ‘depart from me, ye cursed, into everlasting 
fire, prepared for the devil and his angels; for I 
was un hungered and ye gave me no meat; I 
was thirsty, and ye gave me no drink; &c.— 
Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye did it not 
unto one of the least of these, ye did it not unto 
me. And these shall go away into everlasting 
punishment.’ Accordingly, we are told, it is as 
plain as language can make it, that they will be 
punished eternally; not for the sins of this life, 
‘itis added, but for those of the future. Let the 
reader mark this contradiction. Another proof, 
said to be equally decisive, is, that when the rich 
man lifted up his eyes in the torments of hell, 
and begged of his father Abraham a little respite, 
he was irrevocably denied, with this answer :— 
‘Son, remember that thou, in thy life time, . 3 
ceivedst thy good things, and likewise Laza 
evil things: but now, he is comforted, and thou 
art tormented. And besides all this, between us 
and you there is a great gulf fixed ; so that they 
which would pass from hence to you, cannot, 
neither can they pass tous that would come from 
thence.’ 1 On the strength of this favorite text, 
we are sometimes threatened with damnation 
ourselves, if we do not acknowledge that in eter- 
nity an impassable barrier will separate mankind, 
and that the prayers of the sufferers for release 
ormitigation, will be inexorably refused; not, 
however, on account of their previous condition 
in their lifetime, but for the characters which 
they shall continue to sustain. Our brethren 
should be a little more consistent, when they 
back their arguments withsuch menaces. They 
likewise support the general doctrine in question, 
on the remark of St. Paul, that ‘we must all ap- 
pear before the judgment seat of Christ, that 
every one may receive the things done in his 
body, according to that he hath done, whether 
it be good or bad.’ Here, it is said, a future 
judgment is asserted, thatis to be followed by 
punishment for the bad, as well as reward for the 


1 Luke xvi, 23—26. 





may justly punish sin,’ says he, ‘so long as it exists ; and 
it may exist forever. He who sins through this life, 
may evidently sin through another such period, and an- 
other, and another, without end. That while we con- 
tinue to sin, God may justly punish us, if he can justly 
punish us at all, is equally evident.’ Such is the prinei- 
ple on which he defended the justice of endless p 
ment. It may be well to observe, that the 4 

Tract Society, by adopting this plea, have made it 
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fcr ‘the things done in’—eternity, instead of—in 
‘the body.’ In this way we might proceed, pvint- 
ing out the same direct contradiction between 


which is rested upon them. 

It wiil be pleaded, perhaps, that we seem dis- 
posed to take an undue advantage of this over- 
sight; because we have kept out of view the fact 
that there are texts also of another kind, which 
are used as evidence of endless misery: texts, 
that threaten punishment, without pronouncing 
whether it be for past or perpetuated sin. St. 
Paul says, for example, that they who know not 
God, nor obey the gospel, ‘si:all be punished with 
everlasting destruction from the presence of the 
Lord, and from the glory of his power.’2 As 
we are not, in this instance, expressly told that 
it is on account of former instead of continued 
disobedience, that the destruction is to be ever- 
lasting, we are fortunately left at liberty, it may 
be contended, to form such an opinion, here, as 
we please, on the point in question; so that the 
advocates of the doctrine may safely repose it, 
even in its modified state, on this passage and on 
others that happen to be equally indefinite, 

Very well. Then they will, of course, dis- 
charge from their service all those texts which, 
on the other hand, are definite in this respect, 
and which they have hitherto claimed with so 
much assurance, not to say superciliousness.— 
Nor must they stop here. They must join with 
Universalists, and against all their former ex- 
planations, criticisms, denunciations, and even 
anathemas, they must proceed to show that the 
parable of the sheep and goats, that of the rich 
man and Lazarus, the declaration of the apostle 
that we shall all stand before the judgment seat 
of Christ to receive the things done in the body, 
and all other passages of this class, have no re- 
lation whatever to punishment in eternity ; for it 
is manifest that if such be their reference, that 
punishment is to be inflicted for sins committed 
here, not hereafter. What way will they turn? 
Will they at once relinquish all these passages, 
which have, in‘ fact, been regarded as their lead- 
ing proofs? If so, they should be aware that 
when they have referred these, the most terrible 
of the threatenings to the judgments of time, 
they will never be able to show that the remain- 
der of the catalogue may not as properly be ex- 
plained in the same manner; so that they will 
thus abandon the very last defences of their doc- 
trine. Or will they return to their old position, 
and facing down all reason aud justice, maintain, 
as formerly, that the infinite amount of eternal 
torture is but an adequate retribution for the sins 
of this short life? We discover no mtermediate 
course. 


Thus far we have dwelt on the absurdity of 
this modification when compared with the texts 
adduced as proofs. Now we are to see that it 
is altogether incongruous with other important 
particulars in the scheme; and that so long as 
this improvement, so called, is retained, the gen- 
eral system must be inconsistent with itself. Its 
advocates make great account of a general judg- 
ment at the close of time and opening of eterni- 
ty ; when all mankind, from Adam to the latest 
generation, shall stand at the bar of God, to un- 
dergo the scrutiny of omniscience, and to receive 
pardon or final doom. Final doom for what!—., 
Not for sins yet future, we suppose; not for 
transgressions never as yet perpetrated. And 


‘still we are told that the punishment awarded in 









own. (Tract, No. 18], p. 7.) oe 


My 2 1 Thess. i, 7—9, 


Se eer eee 
good ; but, then the punishment will be inflicted 


other alleged proofs and the hypothesis itself, 
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for continued and eternal sin, 
not for that which shall have transpired in the 
present life. Here is no little confusion, which 
we should be glad to see cleared up by the theo- 
logical ingenuity of our age. On the old ground, 
ihe great day of future judgment was appointed 
for the purpose of determining the characters 
and deserts which mankind should already have 
acquired, and of pronouncing sentence accor- 
dingly ; but what is its use or object, on the new 
plan, we neither perceive, nor imagine that the 
divines, who take upon themselves the regulation 
of such mysteries, have yet resolved. Let them 
be reminded, that in repairing an old garment 
with pieces from a new, there is danger that the 
parts will not agree, and that the rent will be 
made worse. 

There is another and more thorough modifi- 
cation of the doctrine of endless wo, which ob- 
tains among certain Liberal and Rational chris- 
tians. Future punishment they see clearly taught 
in that class of texts from which we have quoted; 
and they discover no evidence entirely satisfac- 
tory that it will not be eternal. At the same 
time, however, they abhor the diabolical cruelty 
of the old doctrine, and the unreasonable severity 
retained even in the latest orthodox improve- 
ments. ‘They are pleased to say, not only that 
mankind will be punished hereafter, merely for 
the continued transgressions of eternity, but also 
that the punishment itself will be nothing more 
than the guilt which sinners now feel in their 
iniquity. ‘The future state, they conceive, is to 
be but a continuation of the present, so that the 
wicked will enter upon it with the very same 
characters and feelings with which they pass 
from this werld. If they afterwards reform, 
their guilt will grow proportionately less ; if they 
sink deeper in sin, it willincrease. But in either 
case, it will be about the same, bothin kind and 
degree, with that which the like imperfection or 
wickedness produces here. 

Now, if endiess punishment must be taught at 
every expense whatsoever, this, we confess, is as 
mild and liberal a construction of the doctrine, 
as can well be devised. But still the question 
recurs, On what is all this hypothesis founded? 
On the sacred testimony, that some ‘shall depart 
into everlasting fire,’ and be ‘tormented in this 
flame,’ where ‘shall be weeping and gnashing of 
teeth ;” that they ‘shall drink of the wine of the 
wrath of God whichis poured out without mixture 
into the cup of his indignation :’ and be tormented 
with fire and brimstone,’ so that ‘the smoke of 
their torment ascendeth up forever, &c. &c.— 
Does this language mean nothing but a sensation 
of guilt; and that, too, only in the ordinary de- 
gree? If so, it was absurd to represent the suf- 
ferers as departing into it, or, indeed, to denounce 
itupon them as something then future ; for the 
truth was, they were already in it,—as properly 
so before, as after, they died. Turn to the sev- 
eral passages, read them with their respective 
contexts, and it will be manifest that they an- 
nounce some extraordinary and signal inflictions 
of punishment, to whatever state ot existence 
they refer. If to this world, they signify some 
uncommon and terrible events, some condign, 
external retributions of a just providence; if to 
the future, they teach, not properly speaking a 
state of guilt, but rather an open and formal vis- 
tation of judgment in that world, dreadful be- 

yond all that sinners had experienced previously, 
or, in the present. In this case, christians are 


precluded, by the authority of revelation, from 
representing the punishment of eternity either 





as a continuation of our present accusing con- 
science, or as a recompense for sins to be com- 
mitted hereafter. 'Thesame alternative that was 
before presented, still remains : cither to release 
alltthose texts from the cause of endless damna- 
tion, or else to restore the doctrine to its native 
ground of pure vindictive torture and undissem- 
bled cruelty. 

Is there no eye-salve for the learned criticism 
of our age, that will give it a reach of vision to 
take in the contexts and manifest circumstances 
of these noted passages? With all its array of 
Greek, Hebrew and cognate languages, at least 
characters, must it always continue to peer into 
the depths of its philological excavations, and 
never raise its ken to survey the fields it has 
mined instead of cultivating? Let but the scholar 
trace the original, and the unlearned the transla- 
tion, with a broad view to the general current of 
the discourse, rather than to minute and insulated 
particulars, and they will readily discover that 
the texts in question have ao reference to the 
subject to which they have been so long ap- 
plied. H. B. 2d. 


EXTRACT FROM T.S. SMITH. 


The doctrine on the other hand, which it is 
the object of the preceeding pages to establish, 
discloses a principle which is more benevolent in 
its tendency, and which, were it properly felt, 
and invariably regarded in the affairs of life; 
would have a happier effect on society; than’any 
other opinion which has ever engaged the atten- 
tion of men. [It Jeads to a distinction which is 
but beginning to be observed even by the intel- 
ligent and enlightened, and which when it shall 
come to be general; will alter astonishingly the 
moral condition of the world. It leads to an ex- 
act discrimination between the criminal and the 
crime: while it inspires with abhorence of the 
offences it softens the heart with compassion for 
the unhappy condition of the offender ; induces 
us to every thing in our power to change it; to 
give him better views and feelings. When we 
hear of the perpetratioa of a crime, we are apt 
to think only of punishment. What suffering 
can be too great for such a wretch! is the ex- 
clamation which bursts from almost every lip. 
The sentiment is worthy the unlovely doctrines 
which produces and cherish it. A more benevo- 
lent system would excite a different feeling. 
What can be done to reclaim the unhappy of- 
fender! What means can be taken to enlight- 
en his mind, and meliorate his heart! What 
discipline is best adapted to his mental and moral 
disorder ! What will lead him to virtue and to 
happiness most speedily, and with the least pain ! 
Such is the feeling of the mind enlightened by 
the generous doctrine we have endeavored to es- 
tablish. Could it but enter the heart of every 
legislator ; did it but guide the hand that con- 
structs the cell uf the poor captive ; did it appor- 
tion his pallet of straw and his scanty meal ; did 
it determine the completeness and the duration 
of his exclusion from the light of day and the 
pure breeze‘of heaven ; did it apply his manacles 
(af disdainingto treat a human being with more 
cruelty than is practiced towards the most sav- 
age brutes, it did not dash his chains to the 
earth,) what a different aspect would these mis- 
erable mansions soon assume! What different 
inhabitants would they contain! Prisons would 
not then be the hotbeds of vice, in which the 
youthful offender grows into the hardened crim- 
inal, and the want of shame succeeds the aboli- 











tion of principle, but hospitals of the mind, in 





which its moral disorder is removed by the ap- 
plication of effectual remedies. 

The person who habitually contemplates all 
mankind as children of one gommon Father, 
and appointed to one common destiny, cannot 
be a persecutor or a bigot. He may see much 
error, which he may lament, and much miscon- 
duct, which he may pity} but a generous afiec- 
tion towards the whole human race will dilate 
his heart. To the utmost of his ability he will 
enlighten the ignorant, correct the erring, sus- 
tain the weak, bear with the prejudiced, and re- 
claim the vicious. Firm to his.own principles, 
he will not trench on the liberty of others. He 
will not harshly censure, nor suspect an evil mo- 
tive where integrity obviously directs the con- 
duct. Mildness will be on his lips; forbearance 
will mark his actions; and universrl charity will 
connect him with the wise and good of all climes 
and all religions. 

He who believes that a Beg of almighty 
power, unerripg wisdom, and unbounded love, 
is seated at the helm of affairs, and is making 
every event promote, in its appointed measure, 





the highest happiness of all intelligent creatures, 
must possess perpetual serenity and peace. The 
storm of adversity may gather above him and 
burst upon his head, but he is prepared against 
it, and it cannot dismay him. He knows that 
the evils which encompass him are only blessings 
in disguise. The fair face of nature smiles upon 
him with a brighter radiance. The boundless 
expanse of heaven above him, the painted plain 
beneath him, the glorious sun which diffuses light 
and life over the ample and beautiful creation 
are magnificent gifts of his Father, on which his 
enlightened eye beholds engraven the promise of 
his higher destiny. The narrow precincts of 
the tomb can ‘neither bound or obstruct his en- 
larged view : it extends beyond the circle of the 
earth, and reaches to that celestial world, where 
progression in excellence is infinite, and happi- 
ness is unchanging and immortal. Nothing can 
disturb his steady confidenee. In the most aw- 
ful moment of his being, his feeling is sublime 
as his destiny is glorious ; even while he is par- 
tially subdued by death, and dragged to the con- 
fines of the tomb, while he is sinking into it, and 
it closes over him, he can ‘exclaim in triumph, 
“Q death, where is thy sting! O grave, where 
is thy victory! ‘Thanks be to God who giveth 
me the victory, through Jesus Christ my Lord !" 
IMPORTANT QUESTION. 

If our virtuous actions do not merit or deserve 
eternal happiness, I would ask by what parity of 
reasoning, it can be made to appear that our 
vicious actions merit or deserye eternal misery? 
The advocates for unlimited punishment are se- 
riously requested to answer the above in a serip- 
tura] and philosophical manner, if they can, and 
by so doing they will confer an obligation never 
to be forgotten.— Trumpet. 

Userutness or Commentaries.—What are 
those huge volumes which fill up one side of the 
room,” said a visitor to the keeper ofa public 
library. “These are the interpreters to the 
Scriptures,’ was the answer. ‘There is a pro- 
digious number of them; the scriptures must have 
been very dark formerly, and be very clear at 
present. Are there any remaining doubts ; any 
points still contested?’ ‘Are there, do you ask? 
almost as many as there are lines.’ ,You aston- 
ish me! What then have all these authors been 
doing?’ ‘Searching the scriptures to find, not 
what ought to be believed, but what themselves 














already believed.” 
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PROGRESS OF LIBERAL PRINCIPLES. 

The progress of liberal principles in matters 
of religion, within the last how years, has been 
more extensive than the most benevolent heart 
could have anticipated or expected. The 
gloomy doctrines of men are fast passing away, 
and the mild tolerant religion of Christ is tal:ing 
their place,—that religion which bringeth peace 
to mankind, and which is without partiality and 
without hypocrisy. Those creeds of human 
invention, Which represent our heavenly Father 
as the cruel and unrelenting enemy of a portion 
of his children, are falling into disrepute, even 
among those who have consented to receive 
them as their guides in gospel faith and prac- 
tice; and although they may be retained by 
certain denominations of christians, there are 
but few who place unlimited confidence in the 
dogmas which they inculcate and set forth. The 
defenders, also, of the doctrine of God’s unchang- 
ing wrath and vengeance, have foresworn many 
of their absurd notions respecting the purposes 
of the Almighty, and seem willing many of them, 
to admit, that those who are destined to an im- 
mortality of hell torments, form but a small pro- 
portion of his intelligent creatures. These may 
be considered as great changes among our op- 
ponents ; and are indicative of a spirit of liber- 
ality, which, but a few years since, none would 
have thought they could ever have possess- 
ed. 





The misery of the damned, has been hereto- 
fure considered by the orthodox, (so called) as 
essentially necessary to the happiness of the 
saints. Heaven would not have been thought 
worth possessing by these truly pious and benev- 
olent christians, if it were to shut out from their 
view the flames and misery of the bottomless 
pit. The sight of those friends, who were dear 
to them in this world, wreathing in all the agony 
of remediless woe and pain, it was thought, 
“would excite them to joyful praises; and the 
lovely messengers of the doctrine of election 
and reprobation, were wont to declare, that the 
redeemed would ‘look down and see their own 
dearest kindred in hell, under all the bitter agonies 
of death and stand unmoved at the sight, main- 
taining perfect calmness, and undisturbed joy.” 
in this way Calvinism was preached, and in 
this manner it was taught, when its advocates 

’ were honest enough tc state the real consequen- 
ces which their system involved. Some of our 
readers, perhaps may doubt the fact, that any 
man could become so destitute of all benevolent 
feeling,so entirely filled with a spirit of malice and 
hatred, asto declare such views of the character 
of God, and of the disposition of the saints; but 
it is nevertheless true, and a few extracts from 
some of their most prominent writers, men em- 
ment alike for their zeal in the support of ths 
blasphemous doctrine, and for the condemnation 
of all who opposed their peculiar views, wii!l| 
place the matter beyond a doubt of its correct- 
ness. Dr Emmons, an approved orthodox 
writer, says,—‘ One part of the business of the 
blessed is to celebrate the doctrine of reproba- 
tion. While the decree of repropation is eter- 
nally executing on the vessels of wrath, the 
smoke of their torments will be eternally as- 
cending in the view of the vessels of mercy, 
who instead of taking the part of those misera- 
ble objects, will say Amen, alleluia, praise the 
Lord. It concerns therefore all the expectants 
of heaven to anticipate this trying scene, and 
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and can praise him for reprobating as well as 
electing love.-—Emmons’ > 16. 

“Sin in the damned, and the damned them- 
selves, instead of doing any damage to Christ 
or his subjects, will be the means of increasing 
the glory of the former, and the happiness of the 
latter to eternity.” —Edwards against Chauncy. 

Every time they (the saints) look upon the 
damned, it will excite in them a delightful and 
admiring sense of the grace of God in making 
them so to differ. The sight of hell torments 
will exalt the happiness of the. saints forever.” 

Edward’s Works, vol. 7. p. 415. 

*“‘ The saints will not be sorry for the damned, 
it will cause no uneasiness or dissatisfaction to 
them; but on the contrary, when they see the 
sight (the endless torments of the damned) it 
will occasion reoicing, and excite them to joyful 
praises,’ 

Edwards’ practical Sermon, 22. 

Rey. Josiah Spaulding, an orthodox clergyman 
in Buckfield, says,—*They, [the saints]- look 
down and see their own dearest kindred in hell, 
under all the bitter agonies of death, and they 
stand unmoved at the sight: they maintain per- 
fect calmness and undisturbed joy. They hear 
the great Judge pronounce the final sentence ; 
they see all the wicked sink down to hell, and 
hell moved with devouring flames to meet them ; 
a sight infinitely more dreadful than the sinking 
of worlds. At the same time they begin the 
triumphant song; they see the power of God 
employed in the most terrible manner, to make 
their dearest and nearest connexions forever 
miserable. And for this display of his power, 
they ascribe unto him blessings, and glory, and 
wisdom, and thanksgiving. This consideration, 
were there no other, is proof that the redeemed 
in heaven stand complete in holiness. They 
Feel exactly as God feels, according to their meas- 
ure, as they are filled with ali the fullness of 
God.” 

Universalism destroysitself. p. 356. 

The foregoing extracts give us some idea of 
the beauty and excellence ot real, old-fashioned 
Calvinism—they show us the influence which 
this doctrine has on the hearts and feelings of all 
who receive and embrace it,—an influence which 
dries up the milk of human kindness from the 
bosom of man, 2nd renders him capable of look- 
ing upon the sufferings of his fzllow beings, with 
the utmost complacency and delight. How 
caloused must the feelings of those persons be, 
how dead to every principle of humanity and 
pity, and how opposite in’ disposition, to’ our 
blessed Saviour. Whocould conceive the possi- 
bility of enjoying happiness and rest, while they 
beheld their parents, their children, and their 
dearest friends, in all the exquisite torture which 
the flames of hell, or the wrath and curse of an 
angry, implacable Jehovah could inflict!’ The 
voice of reason and revelation cries out against 


such horrid blasphemy ; and the heart of sensi- 
bility, turns with disgust, froma sight so appalling 
and wicked. 

Sentiments like those we have quoted, if they 
are believed by any in our day, are seldom, if 
ever, publicly declared; and few preachers, we 
think, would dare to risk their reputation by a- 
vowing their belief inthe truth of such statements. 
That these doctrines are not taught now, we con- 
sider as demonstrative that liberal principles are 
gaining ground ; and thatthe gospel of Christ is 


beginning to exercise a salutary influence on the 
hearts of mankind, teaching them that their hea- 











ask their hearts if they are on the Lord’s side, 


venly Father is a God of love; and that the final 


happiness of al! his intelligent creatures, is in 
accordance with his pleasure, his will, and his 
promises to mankind. 

The doctrine of endless misery, though itis the 
belief of many, perhaps a majority of the chris. 
tian community, is nevertheless receding before 
the hght of gospel truth and love; and in due 
time, this creature of superstition and priestcraft, 
will be removed and laid aside. 

It has always been the policy of the advocates 
of endless punishment, to avoid the investigation 
or the public discussion of the subject. They 
have found it more to their purpose to let it rest 
upon common tradition, without inquiring whence 
it was derived, than to appeal to scripture and 
reason in defence of it. It has long been admit- 
ted that reason gives no countenance to the doc- 
trine, and hence the constant attempt to repre- 
sent reason as an enemy to religion. It is also 
admitted by orthodox writers of the greatest 
learning and talents, that the scriptures of the 
old testament furnish no proof of punishment after 
death. If found any where, therefore, it must be 
in the christian revelation,—the gospel of peace 
and good willto men! On this, as its last and 
only hope, must orthodoxy rely for evidence to 
support her favorite claim; and ¢his, from the 
very nature and design of the gospel, must afford 
but a forlorn hope. 

We assert that the champions,—those best able 
to defend the doctrine, are retiring from the field, 
and shrinking from the unequal contest ; and the 
faint and feeble efforts which of late are attempt- 
ed, from here and there an out post, to resist the 
triumphant march of truth and gospel light, can 
only be regarded as signals of distress; or as the 
wise man says of the hope of the hypocrite,— 
“the giving up ot the’ghost.” This doctrine must 
soon pass away—it cannet long find support 
among a free and enlightened people, nor main- 
tain itself in opposition to the gospel of Christ, 
which is declared to be “geod tidings of great 
joy which shall be unto all people.” The benev- 
olent spirit of the age is against it ; and it is at 
variance with the noblest feelings of the human 
heart, justice and mercy. It is no matter how 
soon it is forgotten—it hath long enough desolat- 
ed the earth, and made its votaries the miserable 
victims of sorrow and despair. We trust the 
time will soon arrive when the gospel, in all its 
purity and beauty, shall be made known unto all 
people—imparting joy to those who sorrow, and 
to such as labor under the cares and afflictions of 
this transitory life, comfort and consolation,— 
pointing them to that better world, ‘“‘where pro- 
gression in excellence is infinite, and happiness 
is unchanging and immortal.” —Religious Eng. 


NOTICE TO THE PUBLIC, 
Rev. Pavut Dean, of Boston, Rey. Cuarves 
Hupson, of Westminster‘ Rey. Lyman May- 


narp, of Oxford. Rev. Nara’t} Wricut, of At- 
tleborough, Rev Sern Cuanpuer, of Massachu- 
setts; Rev. Davin Pickerine, of Providence, 
R. I, and Rev Puritemon R. Russert, of Win- 


chester, N. H. have announced their full and 
entire separation from the denomination of Uni- 


versatists; and have declared that they have 
formed themselves into a religious commani- 
ty,”’to be known by the name of the Massa- 
chusetts Association of Universal Restoration- 


ists.” ’ 
This annunciation appeared in the “Indepen- 
dent Messenger” of August 26th, signed by 


Charles Hudson, as President, and countersign- 








ed by Nathaniel Wright, as secretary. 
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CLERICAL CONSPIRACY. 

We have just received a letter from the Rev. 
Joel H. Hayden, Fayette, Howard county, Mis- 
souri—stating that the republican christians of 
that place, have had a margins on the subject of 
clerical conspiracy, which was attended by a 
large aud respectable portion of the community. 
In this meeting it was unanimously resolved to 
oppose Sunday mail petitions, Sunday schools, 
and all other institutions got up under clerical 
influence, for the purpose of formiag “a christian 
party in politics.” It appears our “heathen” 
brethren in Missouri are “wide awake and duly 
sober” on the subject of priestly encroochments— 
we hope they will persevere in their laudable op- 
position to these anti-republican and ;anti-chris- 
tian institutions—it is the only possible method 
by which reaction can be formed gn the aspiring 
ambition of the clergy, and save our civil and 
religious liberties from utter destruction. We 
should be much gretified to see the worthy ex- 
ample of our brethren of Fayette, patronized in 
every section of the United States. 


into every village throughout the union. 


duct the education of their children! 


sycophants? 


the common rights of man? 


of Missions. 


_ These men are endeavoring to extend a moral 
influence over our youth, through their sabbath 
schools, to effect a political object which is high 


The notorious 
Dr. Ely declares that in these sabbath schools, 


they expect to extend a moral influence over our 
youth, which will govern their future political 
conduct, and assist in getting the government of 


treason against the government. 


the nation into their own hands! Yet many wel 


disposed people, who would shudder at the idea 
of such an amalgamation of church and state, 


not only encourage these sabbath schools, bu 
recommend them to others. 


delivered on the anniversary of American Inde 
pendence, by men who ought to have blushed a 


the base prostitution of the sacred occasion to 


such political blasphemy ;—how dare any man, 
who is a friend to his country, eulogise these 
nurseries of treason on that sacred day, in which 
our fathers offered up, their blood on the altar 


of equal rights? Let confusion cover the face of 
that orator who dare commit such a political sin 


against his God and his country? 


Not long since, we stepped into one of these 
nurseries of treason, where a pliant tool of the 





These would- 
be Lords spiritual, are extending their influence 
That 
self-created hierarchy, called the “Board of Mis- 
/ sions,” are sending out young fops, who have 
been educated in Calvinistic seminaries, to man- 
ag? the spiritual affairs of the people, and con- 
Is it pos- 
sible that the people are not capable of conducting 
the education of their youth, and regulating re- 
ligious matters, without the aid of these officious 
They obtrude their persons into 
every village, as if they had a divine right to 
manage the affairs of the people in all matters 
of religion, education, and charitable purposes. 
How long will our enlightened community suffer 
the extreme insolence of these intruders on 
If the Board of 
Missions had sent out these religious drones to 
manage our temporal concerns, we would have 
taken itas a high insult, and dismissed them 
without ceremony: But when they invade privil- 
eges more sacred, and undertake to extend a po- 
litical, as well as a religious influence over the 
young and rising generation, we tamely submit 
to their ecclesiastical domination, as if they had 
a commission from heayen, instead of the Board 


We have seen these 
sabbath schools puffed up in political orations, 





i 


Board of Missions, encircled with the gi ly 
was declaiming on the great benefits of as 
school :—we sincer 
young man, but still greater was our pity 
poor unfortunate youths, who were thus u 
edly put under the influence of such a g 
fanatic. What can parents think, who will place 
their children under the influence of an emissary 
of the Beard of Missions? 


These vassals of the Board of Missions talk of 
the great blessings of “a sabbath school”!!! We 
ask, what great blessing can attend a sabbath 
school, more than a school kept on any other 
day of the week! Do these enthusiastic declaim- 
ers go upon the old vague proverb, “the better the 
day, the better the deed?” One ostensible object 
of these sabbath school men, is to keep up the 
superstitious notion that the first day of the week 
is more sacred than any other day of the week. 
This superstitious idea is necessary to keep up 
the charming influence of the clergy. Children 
who go to school all the week, ought to have 
some relaxation from their studies—it is ne- 
cessary, both for their health and to give new 
energy to their love of learning ; this every man 
knows, who is sufficiently acquainted with the 
philosophy of human nature to qualify him to 
conduct the education of youth. 

We would simply ask, what is there in the 









school more important than a schvol kept on 
any other day of the week?’ There can be no 
good reason assigned why it is so, except it can 
be shown that the day is more holy than any oth- 
er day; and what evidence can be found to prove 
that one day is more holy than another? ‘here 
is not the shadow of evidence in the scriptures, 





pitied the ignorance of the}a 
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moral fithess of things, which renders a sabbath | 





ese tools of the Board of Missions, we under- 
und, in the flourishing town of Oxford, where 
exeitement has lately been got up, made two 
three draws on their purses in one day! 

How long will the people be duped by these 


ousypick-pockets? It is time tobe wide awake. 







rm Star in the West. 





HAPPY ARRIVAL, 
The ship Glad Tidings, left port in the pacif- 
ic, homeward bound. While off the cape of 
good hope, a violent gale of wind set in. The 
Watchman on deck immediately sent for the 
captain, who seeing the gale increase, and a- 
fraid of being driven on a lee shore, crowded 
as much eanyass as she could lic under, in hopes 
of beating to the windward. Such was )the 
violence of the® wind that in giving his com- 
mands, he had constant need of the Trumpet. 
By an observation which had been taken, from 
the rising of a Star in the West, it was evident 
they were in the vicinity of some harbour. 
Signals of distress were made, and the gunner 
was ordered to fire minute guns ? and fortunate- 
ly the Magazine was well supplied. In this 
perilous condition they remained all night, and 
in the morning discovered a smail inlet, where 
the vessel might ride in safety. Accordingly 
they put up the helm aud bore down for the 
harbor. The storm continued with unabated 
fury, but they had got into good moorings, aud 
were happily furnished with a good chain cable 
and Anchor. Without this the vessel must inev- 
itably have run aground. Her cargo was of 
the most valuable kind, and insured to the full 
amount. Particular interest was felt for her 
safe arrival, for she was fitted out by a most be- 





that the first day of the week was ever known 
or observed as asabbath. If we call on these 
sabbath school men for scripture proof, that the 
first day of the week ought to be observed as a 
sabbath, they will tell us, that God blessed the 
seventh day, and sanctified it, and called it the 
sabbath. But how does that prove the first day 
of the week a sabbath? The first day of the 
week was sanctified and set apart by unsanctified 
priests—this is the truth of the matter, let the ig- 
norant and superstitious believe what they may. 
We challenge the christian world to show one 
single passage in the Old or New Testament io 
favor of the first day of the week being a sab- 
bath. 

But admitting all these sabbath schopl men 
contend for, in regard to the first day of the week 
as a sabbath, their sabbath schools would be a 
profanation of “the holy sabbath.” When we 
take into view their avowed object in getting up 
these sabbath schools, and the treasonable policy 
1] connected with the same, every man, who is a 
friend to his Country, ought to oppose all such 
clerical encroachments on the rights and liberties 
t| of the people. We are able to conduct the edu- 
cation of our children, and regulate our religious 
matters, without the aid of young ignorant fops, 
-| sent out by the Board of Missions: we say it is 
t)a high insult on the morals and good sense of the 
people of the Valley of the Mississippi, that the 
Board of Missions have sent such a swarm of lazy 
drones to regulate our morals and education, and 
filch our loose cash from the ignorant. and un- 
wary. They are a curse to the good people of 
the west, and ought truly to be regarded in that 
light. These pests of socicty appear very zealous 
in getting up religious excitements, but it is all 





nevolent individual, to furnish wine to the poor 
and needy, “* without money and without price. 
There was, however, a class of people, who 
were willing to sell their wines at a high price, 
and who appeared to wish she might never re- 
turn. They had plenty of wine for themselves, 
but they could not endure the thought that oth- 
ers should enjoy this luxury, without purchas- 
ing of them. And to give wine to poor. #@ie 
mon, and vile people, they thought would be an 
encouragement to idleness, and very /icentious. 
It cannot be expressed how much joy has been 
experienced among the poor people since they 
have learned that the vessel is safe, and may 
soon be expected in port. The happy news 
was brought by the brig Herald, and notices 
left at the offices of the Intelligencer and Inqui- 
rer.— Anchor. 





HEDGER’S AND DITCHER’S MINISTER'S. 

A minister, travelling where the road was dif- 
ficult to find, requested a man by the way side 
to direct him, (naming the place where he wish- 


edto go.) Well, says the hedger ditcher, keep 


on just as you are going about a mile and a half, 
there at the cross roads you will see a minster, 
that will direct you to the left a couple ef miles, 
and there at the fork of the roads is another 
minister that will direct you to the right about 
three miles, and so on at every fork and cross 
road is a minister to tell you which road to take, 
Ah! says the parson, what is it you call mints- 
ters 2? Why, says the laborer, those things which 
stand up at the cross and forks of the road, with 
something like a hand on them. Finger a 
you mean says the preacher, why do you ¢ 

them ministers? “They are always pointing 





for the purpose of begging money from the peo- 
ple, when their passions.are touched. One of 


a 
1 


the way to other people, but mever go them- 
selves.” 
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There is an editorial article in the last Vt. Chronicle, 
under the caption of *Faunts AT PROTRACTED MEET-| 
1n@s” which we have perused with no ordinary pleasure 
and surprise. Pleasure, because the opinions there ex- 
pressed so well accord with ovr own, and surprise be- 
cause they are so much at variance with the practice 
of revivalists. There are three sentences however that 
we have included within brackets which are exception- 
able. 

FAULTS AT PROTRACTED MEETINGS. 

We do not mean, faults péeuliar to these meet- 
ings, but faults which we have observed during 
our attendance on a few ofthem/and which have 
struck us as worthy of being laid aside. 

1. Confidence in the meetiag, the arrangements, 
the ministers, the efforts;—instead of confidence 
in God. This must be broken down, before a 
blessing is granted. [Sometimes the failure of 











your purpose, it is because you are 
ot familiar with your Bible, or because your 
pos@ is unscriptural. _“Spiritualizing,” as 
une callit, may sometimes edify believers, but 
mpever do any thing towards convincing gain- 
fs. ‘They must. have a plain, direct, literal 
us saith the Lord,” or they will not regard it. 
We have noticed other faults; but enough for 
once. 

The editors of the Chronicle »are justly entitled to the 
thanks of all liberal christians for pointing out the above 
faults at protracted meetings We regret that they did 
not use arguments to convince their readers of the impro- 
priety of holding such meetings. Should they do this in 
some future number, our surprise would not be greater 
than that occasioned by the above remarks. It will not 
be difficult for them to offer more than NINE reasons 
why they are highly injurious tothe community. We 
shal! take the liberty to offer a few remarks on the above, 
and notice the faults in the order in which they are pre- 
sented. 

1. Confidence in the meeting, the arrangements the 
ministers, the efforts, instead of confidence in God, 





ministers to attend, and sometimes the evident 
inefficiency of self-confident labors, and some- 
times other considerations, answer this purpose. | 
_ 2. Reliance upon plan, contrivance, adapta- 
tion, &c. instead of truth, as the means of suc- 


That such confidence is misplaced, we are fully of the 
opinion. ‘Cursed be the man that trusteth in man, and 
maketh flesh his arm, and whose heart departeth from the 
Lord.’ Such a man is cursed indeed. Many there are, who 
depend more uvon the minister for salvation, than on the 
Lord their God. Such endure that fear which hath tor- 





cess. This is as pernicious asthe other, for 
truth is the only means of promoting holiness. 

3. Having more confidence in our own talk, 
than in the Spirit of God. This shews itself in 
talking much and praying little. 

A. The telling of stories which teach nothing. 
We know that “facts are stubborn things,” — 
that “facts are powerful,” and all that; but we 
know, too, that facts are absolutely worthless, 
except as they illustrate or enforce principles. 
Besides, one half, perhaps, of the audience will 
not believe your facts to be fucts, and you sink 
in their estimation by telling them. [We believe 
that the “Swearer’s Prayer” would be rendered 
more powerful, by leaving out the stories at the 
end of it.] 

5. Trying to make people weep. Some ap- 
pear to think that weeping and piety are the 
same thing. Better try to make them think and 
understand, We doubt whether weeping is ever 
a good sign, except in some cases of actual peni- 
tence. Rum drinkers, when alarmed, are very 
apt to weep, but are very seldom truly converted. 

6. Talking about the amount of feeling, the 
glorious season, and the awfuls season, and this 
iteresting age, and allthat class of subjects, | 
—the consideration of which never led any body 
to repentance, and from the very nature of the 
case, nevercan. [If you wish people to repent, | 
talk of things which are unseen and eternal. | 

7. Directing the attention to transactions which 
are to take place during the meeting. This may 
not always be amiss; but we once heard the ex- 
pected transactions of to-morrow alluded to, ina 
way which gave sinners leave not to repent to- 
day. Besides, it is something like the lawyer’s 
telling the jury, “Now | am cogning to the pa- 
thetic.” And besides, how do you know what 
shali be on the morrow? Are you not depend- 
ent on divine influence? ; 

8. Thinking that such a man must preach, be- 
cause he is present, and will think himself neg- 
lected, if we do not invite him. If he is not wil- 
ling to take the place he is most fit for, be is not 
fit to preach. ; 


ment. Depending on the prayers of their fellow-sinners, 
they fear lest those prayers shall not be answered. But 
to whom shall this fault be attributed? May it not justly 
be charged upon the minister? Are not ministers the 
cause of this misplaced confidence? Do they not convey 
the idea to their congregations, that their own prayers 
will prevail with the Almighty, and render him propi- 
tious? Ifnot, why do the sick apply‘to them, and request 
them to pray at their bed-sides, in preference to others? 
«Blessed is the man that trusteth in the Lord, and whose 
hope the Lord is.” “Yea, thrice blessed is the man 
whose confidence is placed in Him who hath said, ‘Look 
unto me, and be ye saved, all the ends of the earth, for I 
am God and there is none else—I have.sworn by myself, 
the word has gone out of my mouth in righte ousness and 
shall not return, that unto me every knee shall bow, and 
every tongue swear, surely shall say, in the Lord have I 
righteousness and strength.” 

2. Reliance upon-plan, adaptation, &c. instead of 
truth, as themeans of success. This is as pernicious as 
the other, for truth is the only means of promoting holi- 
ness.’ Those who are converted to the truth, seldom 
‘return to the weak and beggarly elen.ents of the world” 
While those who are scared to make confessions by plan, 
contrivance &c. relapse again into their former state of 
indifference, when the effervescence has subsided. The 


for the moment, but only to be rendered inert. That 
truth which promotes holiness is the love and mercy of 
God manifested in the gift of his son. It is the promise 
of God made unto our fathers. It is the§dodness of God 
which Jeadeth mento repentance. It is the wisdom of 
God whichis pure peaceable, and without partiality. 
It is the justice of God which punishes and rewards every 
man aceording to his works,and requires obedience to 
his law of love which must be fulfilled. Itis the pur- 
pose will and pleasure of God “who worketh all things 
after the counsel of his own will,” pleasere and purpose, 
which are to gather in one,all things in @prist,in the dis- 
pensation of the fullness of times. 

These thuths, when ably defended, promote holiness. 

3. Having more confidence in our own talk than in 
the spirit of God, &e. 

The ‘spirit of God’ is the sptrit of truth. Truth and 
truth alone is worthy of our confidence, we can have 








9. Preaching on a text “by way of accommo- 
dation.” Ifyou cannot find a text which exact-| 


no confidence in the gospel of our salvation till we em- 
brace it as such. 


POSITORY AND CHRONICLE. 


heart is not properly affected, The passions are excited | 


















4. The telling of stories &c. is a“‘fault peculiar to 
these meetings. Stories, such as are found in tracts are 
frequently told at these meetings which respect the won- 
derful conversion of some universalist on his death bed, 
or of some dying in despair, the most or all of which 
have not truth for theirfoundation. But if true, they are 
‘absolutely worthless,’ except as they “‘prove that man 
was made subject to vanity.” They are believed by few, 
and those are generally such as are void of judgment.— 
More “than one half of the audience will not jbelieve” 
them “ to be facts,” and those who tell them “sink in the 
estimation” of diserning minds. The “swearers prayer” 
we know nothing about, and of course are not prepared 
to write upon the subject. 

5. Trying to make people weep, &c. 

This is truly disgusting. We recently witnessed §& 
trial of this kind at a protracted meeting in this place, 
and we thought that the preacher would have been bet- 
ter employed in trying “to make them think and under- 
stand” the truth. We very much doubt that weeping 
makes the heart any better, though when the heart 1s 
properly affected in consequence of hearing and under- 
standing the truth, tears of penitence and gratitude may 
succeed as an effect. 

6. Talking about the amount of feeling, &c. 

Such expressions as this glorious season of revivals— 
now the Lord is visiting this place—it is an “ awful 
season,” for if you donot get religion while the Lord is 
here, there is not'‘more than one chance in an hundred of 
your ever obtaining grace, are peculiarly calculated to 
frighten some into dissimulation. Others, who have not 
hypocricy sufficient to confess that they feel what they do 
not feel will be driven to despair, while the remainder 
will turn with disgust from such absurdities. 

Most revival preachers ‘talk’ as though the Lord trav- 
elled about from place to place for the purpose of get- 
ting up revivals, and we are left to wonder, considering 
the nonsense and horrid blasphemy made use of on such 
occasions under the garb of religion, and professions of 
authority from the Bible, that there are not ten infidels 
where there is but one. 

7. Directiing the attention &c. 

We think the remarks of the editors are to the purpose, 
and we therefore withhold any further remarks. 

8. Thinking that sucha man must preach, &c. 

Ministers should always act with reference to the edi- 
fication of their congregations, and no one should think 
himself neglected, if he discovers that this is the govern- 
ing motive of his brethren, even should he not be invited 
to preach. 

9. Preaching by way of accommodation—Spiritual- 
jzing &e. 

We think this to be a heavy shot upon Rev. Mr. 
Cook, who, at the protracted meeting in this village un- 
dertook to spiritualize on Gen. vii, 16, ** And he shut him 
in.’ Theark he called Christ, and the storm without 
he called the wrath of God. This kind of preaching may 
sometimes please those who believe in such wrath, but 
will never do any thing towards convincing gaingayers. 
They must have a plain, direct, literal “thus sajth the 
Lord,” or they will not regard it; such for instance as the 
following: Thus saith the Lord “ Itis a light thing that 
thou shouldst be my servant to raise up the tribes of 
Jacob, and to restore the desolations of Israel; I will al- 
so give thee for a light to the Gentiles, that thou mayest 
be my salvation unto the ends of the earth. Why 
talk about the Lord’s leaving or visiting this and thay 
place when he tills heaven and earth? Thus saith 
the Lord, «‘ Behold I am against them that prophesy 
false dreams, and do tell them, and cause my people to 
err by their lies, and by their lightness, Yet I sent 
them not, nor commanded them, therefore they shall not 
profit this people atall.” Thussaith the Lord “They 
have seen vanity, and lying divination, saying, the 
Lord saith, and the Lord hath not sent them: and they 





have made others to hope that they would confirm the 
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word.” hus saith the Lord: “Ye looked for much, 


and lo iteame tolittle.” Thus saith the Lord: «I have 
loved you, yet ye say wherein hast thou loved us?’ Thus 
saith the Lord: ‘1 will be a swift witness against those 
who oppress the hireling in his wages, the widow and 
the fatherless, and that turn aside the stranger from his 
right” Thus saith the Lord «Behold the days come that 
I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel, and 
with the house of Judah: not according to the covenant 
that I made with their fathers,in the day that I took them 
by the hand to leadthem out of the land of Egypt, because 
they continued not in my covenant, and I regarded them 
not: For this is the covenant chat I will make with the 
house of Israel after those days, I will put my laws into 
their minds: and I will wrice it in their hearts, and I will 
be to them a God and they shall be to me a people, and 
they shall not teach every man his neighbor , and every 
man his brother, saying, know ye the Lord, for ail shall 
know me from the least of them unto the greatest :For | 
will be merciful unto their unrighteousness, and their 
sing and their iniquities will I remember no more. Thus 
saith the Lord “I will not contend forever, neither will 
I be always wroth, for the spirit would fail before me, and 
the souls which I have made” Thus saith the Lord 
«As the rain cometh down, and the snow from heaven, 
and watereth the earth, and maketh it bring forth and 
bud, thatit may give seed to the sower, and bread to the 


eater, so shall my word be that goeth out of my mouth ; 
it shall not return void, but it shall accomplish that which 
I please, and prosper in the thing whereto I sent it” 


. STALE SUBJECT. 

Last sabbath eve, understanding that a young man re- 
cently from the mint at Andover, Mass. would minister 
in holy things at the Congregationalist Meeting House, 
in this village, we repiired thither to hear him deliver 
his message. He took for his text, that notable passage, 
“And whatis a man profitedif he gain the whole world,” 
&c. When he read the text, we were disposed to inquire, 
What are the people profited by such a continual dril- 
ling on asubject, the meaning of which, the Calvinistic 
clergy are entirely ignorant, or if otherwise, are too dis- 
honest to explain correctly? We were ready to answer 
this question oureclf before the speaker had proceeded 
far. Itseems that this is a favorite passage at this pre- 
cious season of grace. The speaker took much the same 
course pursued by his predecessor, Mr. Taylor. ‘The 
soul is of inestimable value for several reasons,’ and for 
the same that were mentioned by Mr. T.. We were 
wicked enough to think it a pity that the Lord would not 
save souls that were of such value to him, and not only 
s0, but souls that (as the speaker said) he wasin earnest 
tosave,and that ‘Christ was in earnest to save.’ And 
we even wondered why Christ should preap with the 
Father to ‘spare soulsa little longer,’ that the Father was 
himself earnest to save. But thus it is with us. Such 
spiritual mysteries are infinitely beyond our comprehen- 
sion, The speaker displayed considerable talent, and 
figured away as though he had spent months in practi- 
cing before a mirror. The young female converts who 
listened to the music of his voice may think he described 
hell beautifully. We have no disposition to wound their 
tender feelings, so we will close this article by calling 
him a smart young man. 








Our readers will perceive that our editorial articles for 
aweeks past are principally on ‘protracted meetings.’ 
Our object is to “shoot folly as it flies.” There is much 
on the wing at pr@sent. 


A subscriber in Leominster, Mass. informs us that ‘the 
orthodox have held a four days meeting’ in that place of 
late, and that some tears have been shed, but are princi- 
pally occasioned by the abundance of dust, and loss of 
sleep. 





RELIGIOUS NOTICES. 
The Genwerant Convention of Universalists will] 
hold a session at Barre, Vt. on Wednesday and Thurs- 
day of next week. 


The NortHern AssocraTion of Universalists will 
fonvene at Shoreham, Vt. on the Ist Wednesday and 
Thursday in October. 


Rev. Hosea BaLxov, of Boston, will preach at Mont- 
Pelier next Sabbath, and at Bridgewater on the Sab- 
bath following. He will preach a lecture in this village. 


WATCHMAN, REPOSITORY AND OHRONICLF. 
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Sere. 8. This 'y disclaims all authority for passing 


Rev. Tuomas Wuitremore of Cambridge- Port, 
a treated offendi 
he ae ng member, than 


will preach at Newport, N. H. next sabbath. fur i 
The Editor will preach at East Brookfield tomorrowes| {'Q Withdrawin 
e P . . #9. This ion be subject to any re- 


NOTICE TO SUBSCRIBERS, * |yision or amendment which shall hereafter be deemed 
The editor would take the liberty to inform eg Seeielye Tequest of two thirds of the members 





‘ P : this 
his Northern & Western subscribers that he s 
(God willing) attend the Generat Convention RecUbnintth the tte me ot ol 
at Barre next week, and the NortHern Assocts-| and trusting in the boundless guia of our oe 
TIon on the first Wednesday and Thursday in| Father, we feel it our duty to make a public profession 
Shoreham, where he shall be happy to receive Sremat enied tn 1 wet Fl rd hearts. The better to 
any remuneration which our friends may feel ve in our Society, we mu- 


; ‘ tually agree to watch over ourselves and each i 
disposed to make for the Universalist Watchman. | faithfulmess and charity, and interchange all om 
A word to the wise is sufficient. 


ties incumbent on persons associated as we are: exer- 
cising brotherly love towards each other while God in 
his mercy shall permit this union. And we mutually a- 
dopt the following articles of faith : y 
ARTICLE l, e believe in one supreme God, the 
[FOR THE UNIVERSALIST WATCHMAN, ] creator, preserver, and governor of all things—infinite 
Br. Bexu,—I send you, for publication, the proceed- | in al! his attributes, who is one indivisible and immuta- 
ings of a meeting duly notified and held at the brick | ble. : 
School House in Shaftsbury, Vt. on the 20th of Atgust,| Arr. 2. We believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the 
1831. The followiug business was transacted ; _ beginning of the creation of God, full of grace and truth, 
Meeting opened with prayer, by Rev. A. Bonn. who has all power in Heaven and on earth to do God’s 
Address, by Rev. A. Bonn, from James, i, 25, 26, 27. | will, and by and through whom, our heavenly father has 
Maxicut Fox, Esq. was called to the Chair, and the | decreed to reconcile all mankind to himself, 
following Constitution and profession of faith adopted. | Art. 3, We believe all that Jesus Christ has done, 
PREAMBLE. . oo be — do for fallen man, is the effect of 
We the undersigners believing in the scriptures of the | hae “W real . me of it. 
Old and New Testaments, that they declare the boundless | wou Teg e believe the scriptures of the Old and 
, {gpa E +. ,| New Testaments to have been dictated by the inspira- 
love of Jehovah, that He is the only living and true God | |: ot God, and to reveal h f y pira 
—that they teach that Jesus Christ is his son, and the | dele hase ant ue Oe 7 rn or man to know his 
Saviour of the world—that they promise an end of sin| .o¢ forth. area sufficient te ~~ and precepts therein 
and death, and bring life and immortality to light—that | Or ctice. and as auch we revein, = for our faith and 
they contain a moral directory given by the wise coun- P re &. We believe in rie a em. 
sel of God for the benefit of man. Believing this, and! ..j:,- to the good or ii ike f and punishments ae- 
considering it our duty and privilege for the better pro- | paste wastes val b "i a ‘a “and d mankind, but that all 
motion of the principles of brotherly love and christian | in. pontehed iilbe hmited, and designed for the good of 
fellowship—-we do hereby in the bonds of the gospel, ae a e 
associate aiid together under the name of the First : : vere! ee a — — and undefiled religion 
Universalist Society in Shaftsbury, Vt.; and while we a ~ hg one nig ces ee: = the ys in their afflictions, 
conscienciously reject the creeds and formalities of men, ” pps 7 “Wa halite chan’? from the world. - 
we receive the bible as our rule of faith and practice, te wets weeps at in the fulness of times, 
E , r : .-’ | Jesus, who tasted death for every man will see the tra- 
and solemnly pledge ourselves, as far as in us lies, to dis- | vail of his soul in the reconciliation of all things to God. 
charge to each other and the world, the duties therein} Anr.& We believelteer resent autye rs ‘a 4 


required; extending our fellowship to all christians, and| |.) ” whats . rs as 
a charity toall mankind. This Society shall meet an- | an er ppt ct gem with all men, manifesting the 
nually for the choice of officers and to tranenct such oth- | °F 01 9) ONG Men ME ae intercourse with mankind, 
er business coming before it, on the first Saturday in | aon @. We ball =. aa 

. . . ’ ° hall iva} ART:.9- e believe it our duty and privilege, to 
September, of which meetings the trustees shall give} | oot together on the first day of the week, too" aenieh 


i at : 
proper notices. CONSTITUTION. pe aarti & ~— aneee ie delightscme services 
Section 1. This Society shall have full power to| timepieces cell oa fag ak ee and hearing 
govern itself in all cases whatever which shall not inter-| ay require e¢ in such solemnities as the occa- 
fere with the prerogative of the Convention or Associa- |", as Sankt ; 
tion of which this may become a member, and to choose | The foregoing articles being adopted, the following of- 
its own officers, for which, and other business, it shall | ficers utes elected: 
meet annually. | Rev. Extsan Bump, Russenx Frisk, Esq. and 
Sec. 2. The officers of this Society shall consist, ist, | Danien HutineG, were chosen Trustees; Joun 
of a Moderator to govern said meetings—2d a Clerk,| M1LLinGron, Clerk, and JosepH A. Asgor, Treas- 
whose duty it shall be to keep a record of all the proceed- | urer. 
ings of the Society, & to transmit the same to his successor! Resolved, That a copy of the above proceedings be 
in office—3d, ofa Treasurer whose duty it shall be to keep | forwarded to the editors of the Universalist Watchman, 
all monies transmitted to his care from the Society, un-| at Woodstock, Vt. and Magazine and Advovate, at Utica, 
less called for by the Trustees to be applied to the bene- | N. Y. witha request that it be published in those pa- 
fit of said Society; and shall deliver to his successor in | pers. M. COX, Esq. Moderator. 
office all monies that shall remain in his hands—4th of| JouHn Miuurneron, Clerk. 
three Trusteconmbaee duty it shall be to provide a suit- 2 
able place for ip, = to _~ — a MARRIED, 
when a majority of said Trustees shall think proper for <s te : oe 
the prosperity of the Society; and to receive applice- | y ae ptt ill ig ie Mr. Lex- 
tions for Society fellowship, and pent to haa Society | town. , ‘ 7. NZIE, of this 
concerning the faith and character of such applicant,| Jn Danville, Mr. ARLE ow 
previous to any vote being taken by the Society. Said! pint. » Mr. Jous Farry, to Miss Naxcy Mos. 
officers to be elected for the term of one year. At Paris, at the house of Mr. Rives, Minister of the United 
Sec. 3. All persons sustaining virtuous, sober, and | States at the French Court, NATHANIEL Nines inp, Sete’ 
moral characters, and wishing to enjoy christian com- | tary of the American Legation, to Mrs. Rost pu. Metsu 
munion and fellowship, by subscribing to the agreement | of Baltimore, widow of the late Dr. John Sue, of Paris. ; 
adopted by this society, shall be received as members of | —== = tha ath eS . 
this Society. 
Sec. 4. The consent of two thirds of all the members | 
present shall be necessary to the admission of any new 
member. lew-Fls Pe. ’ . 
Src. 5. All persons wishing to join with this Society, wa Haven, Vt. Hon. Ezra Hoyt, in the 63 year of 
who shall feel consciencious of our articles of faith, shall | Tn Plattsburg, N. Y. Hon. Jon Lyxpr, first J 10 
have their minds satisfied respecting them. | ton County Court, and Postmaster in that place udge of Clin- 
Src. 6. Any member wishing to withdraw from this| In Walpole, Anrearr, daughter of William and Abigail 
Society, if the moral character of such person be good,| Young, aged 8 years. Aug. Sist, Miss Pautina Kwoot- 
ton, aged 29, daughter of Mr. Luther Knowlton. 


shall receive a friendly letter of dismission. 
Sec. 7. Should the conduct of any member become; In Westmoreland, Aug. 22, Mrs. ABIGAIL, wile of Mr. Brad- 
Aug. 28, Mr. Wm. Greene, aged 30. 
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DIED, ‘* 


In St. Louis, Missouri, Aug. 11, Mr. Gasv 
merly of this town, aged 73 Say $ Pappock, for- 











in the evening. Exercises will commence at 7o’clock. 


incompatible with Christian rectitude, he or she shall be} ford Brown, aged 37. 
dealt with according to gospel rules taught in the New-| In this town, on the 10th inst, FRancis, son of Mr. Jamey 
Testament, and recorded in Matthew xviii, 15, 16,17. ° Pratt, aged 4 years. 








- POETRY. 





From the Saturday Courier. 
MY NATIVE HOME, 
How chang’d, how drear that sacred spot, 
Which once I loved so well; 
For now, within my native home, 
No kindred spirits dwell. 
°Tis true, around its blazing hearth, 
Are sounds of mirth and glee, 
But none are there of those that used, 
To joig in mirth with me. 
Strange forms and hearts abide within 
T well-remembered walls, 
Andanknown voices echo through 
‘Those consecrated halls. 
True, smiling faces.circle round, 
And hearts, agione, agree, 
But none, of all that once were there, 
Are left to smile on me. 


i know them not—all, all are strange, 
i’m sad while they are gay; 

They gaze on me with vacant stare, 
And think me in the way. 

To some, the door is open thrown 
With welcome, wide and free; 

I stand without, for now not one 
Is there to welcome me. 


Affection’s voice, and tones of love, 
Are fondly whispered there; 
But hearts that vibrate not with mine, 

Those Cheering tokens share. 
And yet it was but yesterday, 
(How swiftly bright hours flee,) 
This scene of cold and heartless mirth, 
Was warm and bright to me. 


How often have I left the crowd, 
To seek contentment here— 
How often when the jovial board 

Refused its wonted cheer, 

Have I in yonder faded bower, 
Beneath yon leafless tree, 
Passed hours of pure, unmingled bliss, 

With those too dear to me. 


How often, when stern ——_- 
Was cheered by yonder hea 

Have I, amidst those kindred hearts, 
Pass’d rapid nights of mirth. 

Those hearts are cold, those nights are gone— 
Yet must it—can it be, 

That ne’er again, when winter frowns, 
That hearth shall blaze for me. 


"Tis true, thosé years have pass’d away. 
And darkness intervenes— 

But where abide those kindred forms, 
The actors in those scenes ?— 

A voice, in still small whispers speaks— 
Is it some lov’d one’s spirit, free? 

Oh no!—such would not mock me thus— 
*Tis memory answers me. 


Where are they! where is yesterday ? 
Say—whither has it fled ? 
Where are they! go to yonder vale, 
And search among the dead. 
And when Eternity will yield, 
A day that’s reach’d its bourne, 
Then from the chambers of the dead, 
Thy kindred may return. es 


SABBATH EVE. 
How calmly sinks the parting sun!— 
Yet twilight li still, 
And beautiful as of Heaven 
*Tis slambering on the hill : } 
Earth sleeps with all her glorious things 








fs 


_ Beneath the Holy Spirit’s wings, 
Oana, rendering back the my Oty 





, Scems resting in a trance of love. 


Mysterious music from the pines, 
O’er yon dark rock peclinea, 
Falls like the whispering words of peace 
Upon the heavenly mind : 
And winds, with pinions steeped in dew, 
Breathe gently, as if stealing through 
From *s bowers, they come to bless 
The Spirit with their holiness. 


And yonder glittering throng of clouds, 
Retiring from the sky, 

So calmly move, so sweetly glow, 
They seem, to fancy’s eye, 

Bright creatures of a better sphere, 

Come down at noon to worship here, 

And from their sacrifice of love 

Returning to their homes above. 


The Spirit of the Holy Eve 
Comes through the silent air 
To feeling’s hidden spring, and wakes 
The gush of music there : 
And the far depths of either beam 
So passing far; we almost dream 
That we can rise and wander through 
‘The open paths of trackless blue. 


Each soul is filled with glorious dreams, 
Each pulse is beating wild, 

And thought is soaring to the shrine 
Of glory undefiled ; 

And holy inspirations start 

Forth from the temple of the heart, 

And chain—for earth’s dark ties are riven— 

Our spirits to the gates of heaven. 





From the Saturday Evening Post. 
CALVARY. 
See Calvary tower o’er Judah’s plain, 
Where full the gentle dews ; 
*T was there the Lord of Life was slain, 
By the malicious Jews. 


Ye gospel heralds, in his cause, 
claim his gracious dower ; 
Publish to every land the laws 
That speak his sov’reign power. 
Unfurl the banners of his cross, 
For every clime designed ; 
Count Peru’s ore but useless dross, 
Compared with things divine. 
Let India’s millions learn the name 
That makes their fetters fall, 
Arabia’s wandering tribes proclaim, 
‘*He lives who died for all !”” 


Let Afric’s sable sons rejoice ; 
Their heathen rites forego ; 

The arctic savage hear the voice 
That heals the sinner’s wo. 


Let Inquisitions sink from sight, 
With all their hellish clan, 

No more to dim the gospel light,. 
Or shackle feeble man. j 


Go forth ye harbingers of lo 
Announce the Tudilee 

The sovereign mandate from above, 
That speaks the prisoner free. 


Go h, to every land and tongue, 
. The news of heavenly grace ; 
Declare the wonders Christ has done 

For Adam’s fallen race ! 





Selected. 


CONSCIENCE. 

What is this something in the mind, 

Which shudders at the thought of ill ; 
As though it wisely were design’d 

To act upon fhe human will ?— 
It warns—admonishes—and chides ;— 

If from its counsels I depart, 
Quick on my conduct it decides, 

And writes its sentence on my heart: 
if as I know, I choose the right, 

Then its approving voice I hear ; 
With fearful terror I can smite, 

Or can exclude all guilty fear. 
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Tis all in vain for me to try 
To shun its censure, or applause ; 
All human art it doth defy, 
And deem*as folly human laws. 


Mortals may issue their decrees 

To force this something to their shrine ; 
Multiply tortures as they please, 

Still it will prove itself divine. 
What is this something—do I ask ? 

Ii softly whispers in my breast, 
Obey my dictates—this thy task,— 

Quite unimportant all the rest. 
Whate’er I may this something name, 

*sConscienee,” “Spirit,” or *Light within,” 
The faithful monitor the same, 

Bids me abhor, and fly from sin. 


Then be it mine with Popg to say, 
For modes of faith let zealots fight, 

But let me choose the better Way, 
And show the world my life is right. 


NOTICE. 
TO “HELP ONE ANOTHER.” 


pure members of the Vermont Mutual Fire fnsurance Com- 
pany, are hereby notified that an assessment has been laid, 
by the Directors, on all the premium notes dated prior to the 
Sth day of October, A. D. Ta30, of FOUR per cent. On all 
notes of that date and up to the 27th day of October, 1880 of 
THREE and ONE-HALF per cent. And on all notes of that date 
and upto the 25th day of January, A. D. 1831, THREE per 
cent. And on all notes of that date and up to the 27th day of 
April, 1831, rwo and THREE-FOURTHS per cent.. And on ali 
notes of that date and up to the Ist day of May, 1831, Two anp 
ONE FOURTH per cent. And on all notes of that date and up 
to the 30th day of June, 1831, 1 1-2 per cent. And on all notes 
of that date and up to the 22d day of August, ONE FOURTH oF 
ONE per cent. Said per centage to be cash on the origina! 
amount of the premium note without reference to any indorse- 
ment—and to be paid in to the Treasurer on or before the 19th 
day of October next. The members are referred to the 8th sec- 
tion of the act attached to each Policy, to see the consequence of 
a neglect of prompt payment. An opportunity will be presented 
to forward assessments by the members of the Legislature. 
By order of the Directors. 
n2 4t Dated at sosteatier, Sept. 2, 1831. 
avn ° . VAIL, big ey 
§G- The printers of each weekly newspaper in this State, are 
pao ng publish the above notice «tpn successively 
and forward their bills by the members of the Legislature for 
payment. J.Y. VAIL, Treasurer. - 
Removal. 

HE subscribers have removed their shop to Edson’s new 

Brick Building, No. 11, Central Street, nearly opposite to 
R. Barker’s Hotel, where they have this day received from Bos- 
ton, in addition to their former stock, a fresh supply of Superfine, 
fine and coarse London, French & American 

BROADCLOTHS & CASSIMERES, 

among which may be found 

Bik. blue, brown, olive. » mulberry, drab, claret and mix- 

ed BROADCLOTHS. 

Bik. blue, crimson, drab and mixed CASSIMERES. 

Devonshire Kersey, for Box Coats, suitable for stage drivers. 

Goat’s Hair and Imitation CAMLETS. 

Real Scotch and Tartan PLAIDS 

Bik. and brown CIRCASSIANS 

Freese Cloths, Serges & Flannels for lini 

Superfine & common bik. blue & brown SILK VELVETS 

A good assortment of Dark & light VESTINGS, adapted to 

the style and season. 

Gentlemen’s GLOVES and Suspenders 

Stocks of a new style—Wire & common Cravat Stiffeners 

Cravats, Collars, Vest-Springs, Fur Seal Collars, Vest Rings, 
&c. &c. together with a good assortment of 

TRIMMINGS, 
for Gentlemen’s garments. 

Any of the above articles will be sold cheap for Cash or good 
names. Those wishing to purchase any of the above articles, 
will do well to call at 0. 11, and examine for themselves 
before they buy—where may be seen twenty different qualities 
and prices of BROADCLOTHS, from $3,00 to $10,00 
per yard, and Cassimeres in the same proportion. 

















VESTINGS from 50 cts. to $5,00 per pattern. . 
§GCLOAKS, Wrappers—Box Coats—Double and single 
stitched Surtouts—Dress Coats—Pantaloons and Vests made on 
short notice, aud the best style. 

Particular attention paid to cutting for others to make. 
Ready made Vests and Pantaloons constantly for sale cheap. 


Thankful for past favors and all future ones, the 


respectfully solicit a continuance of public . 
NOAH FISHER, Jr. & CO. 


* WANTED—by the above, a Boy, from 14 to 16 years of 
pec Sees Os in teen, Good recommend- 
ations wi 





necessary. 
Woodstock, Sept. 8, 1831. 02-6 
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